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EXPERIENCE AND VIEWS. 



CHAPTER V. 

Opposition of Formal Brethren. 

For six months not a cloud intervened be- 
tween me and my Saviour. Whenever there 
was a proper opportunity I bore my testimo- 
ny in meeting, and was greatly blessed. At 
times the Spirit of the Lord rested upon me 
iu such power that my strength was taken 
away. This was a trial to some of those who 
had come out from the formal churches, and 
often words were spoken meant for my ear, 
which grieved me. They did not believe that 
any one could be so filled with the Spirit of 
the Lord as to lose their strength. I began 
to fear. I reasoned thus : Am I not justified 
in holding my peace in meeting, and restrain- 
ing my feelings, when my testimony causes 
such opposition, even in meeting, and in the 
hearts of some of those older in experience, and 
in years, than myself? I thought I would be 
just as faithful in living out my religion, and 
not bear my testimony. I often felt pressed 
by the Spirit of God to speak in meeting ; but 
did not, and was sensible that the Spirit of 
God was grieved. I even kept away from 
meeting where some of those attended who were 
annoyed by my testimony. I withheld my 
testimony for fear of offending my brethren, 
and that uninterrupted communion with God 
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which I had enjoyed for months was broken, 
and I have not since, for so long a time, been 
perfectly free in the Lord. 

But soon one of the family which had been 
most forward in opposing me, while praying fell 
prostrate like one dead. His friends feared 
he was dying; but while they stood weeping 
over him, rubbing his hands, and using means 
for his restoration, he gained strcngtli to praise 
God, and shout with a voice of triumph. Ho 
was unable to return home that night. While 
attending an evening meeting I was much 
blessed, and again lost my strength. Anoth- 
er of the family mentioned, said he had no faith 
that it was the Spirit of God that was upon 
me. He selected one who was considered a 
man of God, a devoted humble Christian, and 
said, If this is genuine, why does it not come 
upon Bro. .11., and he lose his strength ?" Bro. 
11. was immediately prostrated, and as soon as he 
could give utterance to his feelings, declared 
that it was of God. 

All had believed me honest, but thought I 
could command my feelings, and not suffer my 
strength to be taken away. The brother who 
opposed me was brought to see that he was 
fighting against God. While in a prayer- 
meeting, the blessing of the Lord rested upon 
him, and his countenance seemed to shine with 
the glory of God, and he fell prostrate to the 
floor. When he recovered strength he con- 
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fesscd he had done wrong in opposing me. 
Not long after this, while the same family 
were engaged in prayer, the Spirit of the Lord 
rested upon them. I had the particulars from 
my father who happened in at that time. He 
said there was scarcely one to help another. 
They were prostrated by the power of God, 
while calling upon his name. Cold formality 
began to melt, and then they regretted that 
they had opposed me, and confessed their er- 
ror. 

In 1843 I felt like consecrating myself dai- 
ly to the Lord, and preparing for his coming. 
But the time of expectation passed, and we 
were still in this dark world, and the scoffer 
was bold in scoffing, and in his hard speeches 
against us. Some who joined the ranks through 
fear, left us and united with the scoffer. But 
we still looked for, and loved the appearing of, 
our Saviour. Again our minds were called 
to 1844, as the time for the appearing of our 
Lord. We hailed every evidence in favor of 
his coming with joy. My experience was like 
most of God's people at that time. I felt for 
others who seemed to be held in darkness and 
despair, and often united with individuals in 
earnest prayer for their deliverance, and re- 
joiced with them when they were made free. 

With great carefulness we came up to the 
time of expectation. If clouds shadowed our 
minds, we could not rest until the darkness 
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was removed. We frequently went to the or- 
chards and groves, and sent up our earnest 
cries to God, " Restore unto us the joys of thy 
salvation." We would not cease pleading with 
the Lord until he revealed himself unto us, 
and we could rejoice in the aweet assurance of 
his love. I knew that I must walk trembling- 
ly and carefully before God. Heaven and its 
sweet joys were my meditation day and night. 
I loved Jesus, and the sound of his dear name 
enraptured me. 

My lungs were diseased, and my voice failed 
me. The Spirit of the Lord often rested upon 
me in great measure. My frail body could not 
endure the weight of glory which the mind 
grasped and feasted upon, and my strength 
was frequently gone. The name of Jesus, 
lovely Jesus, was exalted before me. I seem- 
ed to dwell in a heavenly atmosphere. I ex- 
pected Jesus to come and make me immortal, 
when I could endure to drink in the light of 
his countenance, and ever feast upon his glo- 
ry, and praise him in perfect strains. 

We waited with earnest desire for the ap- 
pearing of Jesus, but the time of expectation 
again passed, and we were still in this mortal 
state, and the effects of the curse all around us. 
Our disappointment was bitter; but we did not 
faint. A strong arm bore us up. Some ex- 
pressed their lack of faith as follows : — " You 
need have no more fears; the time has passed, 
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the Jjonn will not come for years." The pass- 
ing of the time tested and shook off such. J Jut 
we believed that in his own good time he 
would come ; that we must first he proved, he 
purified, made white, and tried, and then he 
would redeem his faithful, trusting ones. 

My health failed rapidly, I could only talk 
in a whisper, or broken tone of voice. One 
physician said my disease was dropsical con- 
sumption ; that my right lung was gone, and my 
left affected, lie thought 1 could not live 
long, might die very suddenly. It was very 
difficult for me to breathe lying down, and 
nights was bolstered almost in a sitting posture, 
and would often awake with my mouth full of 
blood. 



C II APT Kit VI 

My First Vision. 

About this time I visited sister II., one of 
our Advent sisters, whose heart was knit with 
mine. In the morning wc bowed at the fami- 
ly altar. It was not an exciting occasion, 
there were but five of us present, all females. 
While praying, the power of God came upon 
me as T never had felt it before. I was sur- 
rounded with light, and was rising higher and 
higher from the earth. 1 turned to look for 
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the Advent people in the world, but could not 
find them — when a voice said to me, " Look 
again, and look a little higher." At this I 
raised my eyes and saw a straight and narrow 
path, cast up high above the world. On this 
path the Advent people were traveling to the 
city, which was at the further end of the path. 
They had a bright light set up behind them 
at the first end of the path, which an an- 
gel told me was the Midnight Cry. This 
shone all along the path, and gave light for 
their feet that they might not stumble. And if 
they kept their eyes fixed on Jesus, who was 
just before them, leading them to the city, they 
were safe. But soon some grew weary, and 
they said the city was a great way off, and they 
expected to have entercd.it before. Then Je- 
sus would encourage them by raising his glo- 
rious right arm, and from his arm came a 
bright light which waved over the Advent peo- 
ple, and they shouted, Hallelujah ! Others 
rashly denied the light behind them, and said 
that it was not God that had led them out so 
far. The light behind them went out, leaving 
their feet in perfect darkness, and they stum- 
bled and got their eyes off the mark, and lost 
sight of J esus, and fell off the path down in- 
to the dark and wicked world below. Soon we 
heard the voice of God like many waters, 
which gave us the day and hour of Jesus' 
coming. The living saints knew and under- 
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Btood the voice, while the wicked thought it 
was thunder and an earthquake. When God 
spake the time^ he poured on us the Holy Spir- 
it, and our faces began to light up and shine 
with the glory of God as Moses* did when he 
came down from mount Sinai. 

The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly 
united. On their foreheads was written, God, 
New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing 
Jesus' new name. At our happy, holy state 
the wicked were enraged, and would rush vio- 
lently up to lay hands on us to thrust us into 
prison, when we would stretch forth the hand 
in the name of the Lord, and the wicked would 
fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that 
the synagogue of Satan knew that God had 
loved us, and they worshiped at our feet. 
Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a 
small black cloud had appeared about half as 
large as a man's hand, which we all knew was 
the sign of the Son of man. We all in sol- 
emn silence gazed on the cloud as it drew near- 
er, and became lighter, glorious, and still more 
glorious, till it was a great white cloud. The 
bottom appeared like fire j a rainbow was over 
it, and around the cloud were ten thousand an- 
gels singing a most lovely song. And on it sat 
the Son of man, on his head were crowns, his 
hair was white and curly and lay on his shoul- 
ders. His feet had the appearance of fire, in 
his right hand was a sharp sickle, in his left a 
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silver trumpet. His eyes were as a flame of 
fire, which searched his children through and 
through. Then all faces gathered paleness, 
and those that God had rejected gathered 
blackness. Then we all cried out, Who shall 
be able to stand ? Is my robe spotless ? Then 
the angels ceased to sing, and there was some 
time of awful silence, when Jesus spoke, 
Those who have clean hands and a pure heart 
shall be able to stand ; my grace is sufficient 
for you. At this, our faces lighted up, and joy 
filled every heart. And the angels struck a 
note higher and sung again while the cloud 
drew still nearer the earth. Then Jesus' sil- 
ver trumpet sounded, as he descended on the 
cloud, wrapped in flames of fire. He gazed on 
the graves of the sleeping saints, then raised 
his eyo.3 and hands to heaven and cried, 
Awake ! Awake ! Awake ! ye that sleep in the 
dust, and arise. Then there was a mighty 
earthquake. The graves opened, and the dead 
came up clothed with immortality. The 
144,000 shouted, Hallelujah! as they recog- 
nized their friends who had been torn from 
them by death, and in the same moment we 
were changed and caught up together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air. We all en- 
tered the cloud together, and were seven days 
ascending to the sea of glass, when Jesus 
brought along the crowns and with his own 
right hand placed them on our heads. He 
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gave us harps of gold and palms of victory. 
Here on the sea of glass the 144,000 stood in 
n perfect square. Some of them had very 
bright crowns, others not so bright. Some 
crowns appeared heavy with stars, while others 
had but few. All were perfectly satisfied with 
their crowns. And they were all clothed with 
a glorious white mantle from their shoulders to 
their feet. Angels were all about us as we 
marched over the sea of glass to the gate of 
the city. Jesus raised his mighty, glorious 
arm, laid hold of the pearly gate and swung it 
back on its glittering hinges, and said to us, 
You have washed your robes in my blood, 
stood stiffly for my truth, enter in. We all 
marched in, and felt we had a perfect right in 
the city. Here we saw the tree of life and the 
throne of God. Out of the throne came a pure 
river of water, and on either side of the river 
was the tree of life. On one side of the 
river was a trunk of a tree, and a trunk on the 
other side of the river, both like pure, transpa- 
rent gold. 

At first I thought I saw two trees. I look- 
ed again and saw they were united at the top 
in one tree. So it was the tree of life, on 
either side of the river of life. Its branches 
bowed to the place where we stood ; and the 
fruit was glorious, which looked like gold mix- 
ed with silver. We all went under the tree, 
and sat down to look at the glory of the place, 
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when Brn. Fitch and Stockman, who had 
preached the gospel of the kingdom, and whom 
God had laid in the grave to save them, came 
up to us and asked us what we had passed 
through while they were sleeping. We tried 
to call up cur greatest trials, but they looked 
so small compared with the far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory that surround- 
ed us, that we could not speak them out, and 
we all cried out, Alleluia ! heaven is cheap 
enough, and we touched our golden harps and 
mado heaven's arches ring. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Call to Travel 

After I came out of vision a gloom was 
spread over all' I beheld. Oh ! how dark this 
world looked to me. I related the vision to 
our little company in Portland, who then fully 
believed it to be of God. The Spirit of the 
Lord attended the testimony, and the solemni- 
ty of eternity rested upon us. About one week 
after this the Lord gave me another view, and 
showed me the trials I must pass through; 
that I must go and relate to others what he 
had revealed to me j that I should meet with 
great opposition, and suffer anguish of spirit. 
Said the angel, " The grace of God is sufficient 
for you ; he will sustain you." 
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This vision troubled me exceedingly. My 
health was very poor, and I was only seventeen 
years old. I knew that many had fallen 
through exaltation, and that if I in any way 
became exalted, the Lord would leave me, 
and I should surely be lost. I earnestly pray- 
ed that the burden might be laid on some 
other one. But all the light I could get was, 
" Make known to others what I have reveal- 
ed to you." I was unreconciled to go out 
into the world. I had naturally but little con- 
fidence. When I had the assurance that all 
was right between me and God, then my 
confidence was strong. I was then willing to 
do anything, and suffer anything; and rely- 
ing upon the strength of God could declare 
the testimony without fear. But the work 
looked great, and the trials severe. The 
idea of a female traveling from place to place 
caused me to draw back. I looked with desire 
into the grave. Death appeared to me prefer- 
able to the responsibilities I should have to 
bear. 

At length the Lord hid his face from me. 
I was again in darkness and despair. I feared 
that he had left me because I was unwilling to 
go and do his will. The company of believers 
in Portland sincerely sympathized with me. 
They seemed to understand my case, and while 
some sought to comfort me, others were faith- 
ful in warning me of my danger. I was afraid 



CALL TO TRAVEL. 



37 



I had grieved the Spirit of the Lord from mo 
for ever, and thought if he would reveal him- 
self to me again, I would obey him, and would 
go anywhere. How small the opposition and 
frowns of men appeared to me then, compar- 
ed with the frown of God. 

The meetings were held at my father's house ; 
but my distress of mind was so great that I 
absented myself from the meetings. This did 
not relieve me from the burden which weighed 
so heavily upon me, and again I attended the 
meetings. The church all united in earnest 
prayer for me, and once more I consecrated 
myself to the Lord, and felt willing to be used 
to his glory. While praying, the thick dark- 
ness that had enveloped me was scattered, a 
bright light, like a ball of fire, came towards 
me, and as it fell upon me, my strength was 
taken away. I seemed to be in the presence 
of Jesus and of angels. Again it was re- 
peated, " Make known to others what I have 
revealed to you." I earnestly begged that if I 
must go and relate what the Lord had shown 
me, that I might be kept from exaltation. 
Then an angel told me that my prayer was an- 
swered, and that if I should be in danger of 
exaltation, I should be afflicted with sick- 
ness. Said the angel, " If ye deliver the mes- 
sage faithfully, and endure unto the end, ye 
shall eat of the fruit of the tree of life, and 
drink of the river of the water of life." 
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I then committed myself fully to God, to 
go at his bidding. Providentially the way 
opened for me to go to my sisters' in Poland, 
thirty miles from home. I there had oppor- 
tunity to bear my testimony. The Lord gave 
me strength. I had been able to talk but lit- 
tle for about three months. My lungs and 
throat were very sore. It was with the great- 
est difficulty that I could speak aloud. I 
stood up in meeting, and commenced in a 
whisper; and labored to speak for about five 
minutes, then the soreness seemed to leave my 
throat and lungs, and my voice was clear, and 
I could talk from two to three hours, and when 
my message was ended, my voice was gone un- 
til I stood before the people again. I frequently 
spoke over two hours. 

Thus I journeyed for three months. The way 
opened for mc to go to the eastern part of 
Maine. Bro. J. was obliged to go to Oring- 
ton on business, and his sister accompanied 
him. I was urged to go with them, and relate 
my visions. It caused me some trial to go, but 
as I had promised the Lord that if he would 
open the way before me, I would walk in it, I 
dared not refuse. 

At Orington I met Bro. White, and learned 
that J. had come for the purpose of taking to 
him his horse and sleigh. The Spirit of the 
Lord attended the message I bore, and the 
desponding were encouraged, and made to 
hope. 



CALL TO TRAVEL. 



39 



^ At Garland a large number collected from 
different places to hear my message. But I 
was in great heaviness. I had received a let- 
ter from my mother, begging me to return 
home, for false reports were being circulated 
concerning me. This I had not expected. My 
name had never been reproached. My cup of 
sorrow was full. I felt grieved that my moth- 
er should suffer on my account. She was very 
sensitive in regard to the reputation of her 
children. If there had been any opportunity I 
should have returned immediately home, and 
by my presence contradicted these lying re- 
ports. I thought it would be impossible for me 
to speak that night. I was urged to trust in 
the Lord, but could not be comforted. At 
length tho brethren engaged in prayer for me, 
and the blessing of the Lord rested upon mc, 
and I had great freedom in bearing my testi- 
mony. I felt that an angel of God was stand- 
ing by my side to strengthen me. Sweet 
heart-felt shouts of glory and victory went up 
from that house. J esus was in our midst, and 
our hearts burned with his love. 

At Exeter a heavy burden rested upon me, 
which I could not be free from until I re- 
lated what I had been shown concerning some 
fanatical persons present, who were exalted by 
the spirit of Satan. I mentioned that I must 
soon return home, and that I had seen that 
these- fanatical persons were anxious to visit 
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Portland ; but they had no work to do there ; 
that they would injure the cause if they went, 
by carrying thing* to extremes ; that they were 
deceived in regard to the Spirit they possessed. 
This seemed to cause some great trial. My 
testimony cut directly across their anticipated 
course, and they became jealous of me, and se- 
cretly held bitter feelings against me. 

From Exeter we went to Atkinson. One 
night I was shown something that I did not 
understand. It was to this effect, that we 
were to have a trial of our faith. The next 
day, which was the first day of the week, while 
I was speaking, two men looked into the win- 
dow. We were satisfied of their object. They 
entered and rushed past me to Eld. Damman. 
The Spirit of the Lord rested upon him, and 
his strength was taken away, and he fell to the 
floor helpless. The officer cried out, u In the 
name of the State of Maine, lay hold of this 
man." Two seized his arms, and two his feet, 
and attempted to drag him from the room. 
They would move him a few inches only, and 
then rush out of the house. The power of 
God was in that room, and the servants of 
God with their countenances lighted up with 
his glory, made no resistance'. The efforts to 
take Eld. D. were often repeated with the same 
effect. The men could not endure the power of 
God, and it was a relief to them to rush out of 
the house. Their number increased to twelve, 
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still Eld. D. was held by the power of God 
about forty minutes, and not all the strength 
of those men could move him from the floor 
where he lay helpless. At the same moment 
we all felt that Eld. D. must go; that God had 
manifested his power for his glory, and that the 
name of the Lord would be further glorified 
in suffering him to be taken from our midst. 
And those men took him up as easily as they 
would take up a child, and carried him out. 

After Eld. D. was taken from our midst he 
was kept in a hotel, and guarded by a man who 
did not like his office. He said that Eld. D. 
was singing, and praying, and praising the 
Lord all night, so that he could not sleep, and 
he would not watch over such a man. No one 
wished the office of guarding him, and he was 
left to go about the village as he pleased, after 
promising that he would appear for trial. Kind 
friends invited him to share their hospitalities. 
At the hour of trial Eld. D. was present. A 
lawyer offered his services. The charge 
brought against Eld. D. was, that he was a 
disturber of the peace. Many witnesses were 
brought to sustain the charge, but they were 
at once broken down by the testimony of Eld. 
D/s acquaintances present, who were called to 
the stand. There was much curiosity to know 
what Eld. D. and his friends believed, and he 
was asked to give them a synopsis of his faith. 
He then told them in a clear manner his be- 
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lief from the Scriptures. It was also suggest- 
ed that they sung curious hymns, and he was 
asked to sing one. There were quite a number 
of strong brethren present who had stood by 
him in the trial, and they joined with him in 
singing, 

" When I was down in Egypt's land, 
I heard my Saviour was at hand," &c. 

Eld. D. was asked if he had a spiritual wife. 
He told them he had a lawful wife, and he 
could thank God that she had been a very 
spiritual woman ever since his acquaintance 
with her. The cost of court, I think, was 
thrown upon him, and he was released. 

Distracting influences have separated' Eld. 
D. from his friends who believe the third 
message ; but wc hope the time is not far dis- 
tant when he and many others in Maine will joy 
fully receive the message. 

We returned to Portland, and then visited 
Topsham. Sister Frances Rowland was very 
sick with rheumatic fever. She was under the 
doctor's care. Her hands were so swollen 
that wc could not see the joints. Bro. Row- 
land was asked if he had faith that F. could 
be healed in answer to prayer. He said, " I 
will believe." Again he was asked, " Do you 
believe ?" He answered, " I do." Then prayer 
was offered to God in her behalf. Wc claimed 
the promise, " Ask and ye shall receive." Sis- 
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ter F. was in the chamber above. She had 
not stood on her feet for two weeks. The 
Spirit of the Lord indited prayer. We had 
the assurance of God's willingness to heal the 
afflicted one. Bro. D. cried out in the Spirit, 
and power of God, " Is there some sister here 
who has faith enough to go and take her by 
the hand, and bid her arise in the name of the 
Lord f" Sister C. was on her way as the 
words were spoken. She ascended the stairs 
with the Spirit of the Lord upon her, and took 
F. by the hand, saying, " Sister Frances, in the 
name of the Lord arise and be whole." Sister 
F. acted out her faith, rose from her bed and 
stood upon her feet, and walked the room 
praising the Lord that she was healed. She 
dressed and came down into the room where 
we were, her countenance lighted up with the 
blessing of God. 

The next morning sister F. sat at the break- 
fast table with us. And as Bro. White was 
reading for family worship, from James, chap- 
ter v, the doctor came into the entry, and as 
usual ascended the stairs to visit his patient. 
But he could not find her. He hurried down, 
opened the door leading into the large kitchen 
where we were sitting, his patient in the midst. 
He looked astonished, and said, " Frances is 
better." Bro. Howland answered, " The Lord 
has healed her," and Bro. White resumed his 
reading, which had been interrupted, " Is any 
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sick among you ? let him call for the elders of 
the church ; and let them pray for him/' &c. 
The doctor nodded and left the room. The 
same day she rode three miles, and returned 
home in the evening. It was rainy, but she 
received no injury. A few days after, at her 
request, Bro. White led her down into the wa- 
ter and baptized her. 

At this time Bro. Wm. H. Hyde was very sick 
with the bloody dysentery. His symptoms 
were alarming. A physician said that un- 
less he received help in a short time, his 
case was hopeless. There was much unbelief 
and darkness in the place where he was stay- 
ing, and we wished to get him away w x here 
there was more faith. We prayed for him 
around the bedside, that the Lord would raise 
him up and give him strength to leave that 
place. He was blessed and strengthened, and 
rode four miles. After he arrived at Bro. P.'s 
he grew worse, and seemed to be sinking every 
hour. Some things had hindered faith in his 
case. Faithful testimony was borne to him, 
and humble confessions were made on his part, 
where he had erred, and a few who had faith 
were permitted to enter his room. Our earn- 
est, fervent prayers went up to God, that the 
progress of disease might be stayed, and then 
faith grasped still more, immediate restoration. 
God's children seemed to groan in spirit. Such 
a reaching out after God and bringing the 
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promises near, I have seldom witnessed. The 
salvation of God was revealed. Power from on 
high rested upon our sick brother, and upon 
those in the room. He called for his clothes, 
arose and dressed himself, and walked out of 
the room, praising God, with the light of heav- 
en shining in his countenance. A farmer's 
dinner was ready. Said Bro. H., " If I was 
well I should partake of this food, and I believe 
God has healed ine, and shall act out my faith." 
He ate heartily, and it did not hurt him. 

FromTopsham we went to Portland, and quite 
a number from the east were there, some of the 
very individuals to whom I had borne my testi- 
mony in Exeter, that it was not their duty to 
visit Portland. We trembled for the church, 
for they were in danger through these fanatical 
spirits. They trusted every impression, and 
laid aside reason and judgment. My heart 
ached for God's people. Oh must they be 
thus deceived, and led away by a false spirit T 
Warnings had but little effect, only to make 
those warned jealous of me. 

The false burdens and impressions of others 
might have led me away from duty, but the 
Lord had previously shown me my duty where 
to go, and, although young and inexperienced, 
preserved me from falling, by giving me special 
directions who to fear, and who to trust. Were 
it not for this, I can now see many times where 
I might have been led from the path of duty. 
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About this time I was shown that I must 
visit New Hampshire. My sister's husband's 
sister accompanied me. She was faithful to 
me, kind and attentive, ever ready with tho 
care of a sister to sympathize with me in all 
my trials, and to cheer me in my despondency 
and gloom. Bro. Files and his wife and Bro. 
White accompanied us. A distracted state of 
things existed in New Hampshire, yet the 
Lord often manifested his power there. 

It was in New Hampshire that we had our 
first experience in relation to what is termed 
spiritual magnetism. We visited Claremont, 
and inquired for Adventists. We were told 
there were two parties ; one holding fast their 
past advent experience, tho other denying it. 
We asked for those who had not denied their 
past experience, and were directed to Elders 

15 1 and B s, as persons believing as we 

did. There was so much said against them, 
that we concluded that they were persecuted 
for righteousness' sake. We called on them, 
and were received and treated kindly, yet such 
depression came upon me, that I felt that all 
was not right. 

Elder B 1 appeared to be a very holy man. 

Had much to say upon charity. Speaking of 
faith he said, " All we have to do is believe, 
then whatever we ask of God will be given." 
Bro. White answered, " Blessings are promised 
on conditions. John xv, 7 : If ye abide 
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in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be given unto you. 
Your theory of faith is empty as a flour bar- 
rel with both heads out. And as regards true 
charity, she is a very delicate personage, never 
stepping out of the path of Bible truth." 

In the afternoon we called at Bro. Collier's, 
where we purposed to hold a meeting in the 
evening. We supposed they were in union 

with Elder B 1, and asked some questions 

in reference to him, but could get no informa- 
tion. Said Bro. C, " If the Lord has sent 
you here, you will find them out and tell us." 

That evening, as I was praying and reach- 
ing up by faith to receive the blessing of 

the Lord, B 1 and B s, began to groan 

and cry out, Amen ! Amen ! throwing their 
sympathy and influence in with my prayer. Bro. 
White was much distressed, and rising, cried, 
u I resist this spirit in the name of the Lord." 
After this, while I was enjoying freedom in 
speaking, they again commenced groaning and 
crying out, Amen! Amen! I felt no union 
with them, for their amens chilled me. Bro. 
White feeling their influence upon him again, 
rose, and in the name of the Lord rebuked 
the wicked spirit. They were then so bound 
as to be unable to rise again that night. After 
the meeting Bro. White said, " Bro. Collier, 
now I can tell you about those two men ; they 
are acting under a satanic influence, yet at- 
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tributing all to the Spirit of the Lord." Bro. 
C. answered, "I believe the Lord sent you. 
We have called their influence mesmerism ; and 
because we could have no union with their spir- 
it, do not generally have meetings here. They 
rise above us, manifest much feeling, but leave 
an influence darker than Egypt. I never saw 
them checked, or tied up, before to-night." 

During family prayer that night, the Spirit 
of the Lord rested upon me, and I was taken 
off in vision. A curtain was raised, and the 
cases of these men, and a few others in union 
with them, were clearly shown me. They 
were practising deception upon God's little 
flock, meanwhile professing to be chosen serv- 
ants of the Lord. It was shown me tjiat the 
Lord would tear off the pious garb they had 
drawn around themselves, and disclose their 
dark designs and iniquitous deeds ; deeds that 
some had scarcely thought of. We then re- 
turned to Springfield. On the way I fell from 
the wagon and so injured my side that I had 
to be carried into the house. That night my 
suffering was great. Sister Foss joined with 
me in pleading for God's blessing, and for re- 
lief from pain. About midnight the blessing 
sought rested upon me. Those in the house 
were awakened by hearing my voice while in 
vision. This was the first time I had a view of 
the voice of God in connection with the time 
of trouble. 



FANATICISM IN MAINE. 



49 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Fanaticism in Maine. 

That night it was shown me that the cause 
of God had been wounded in Maine, his chil- 
dren disheartened and scattered by a fanatical 
spirit. Persons in whom we had placed confi- 
dence, J. T. and J. H., under a cloak of godli- 
ness were casting fear among the trembling, 
conscientious ones. I saw that it was our duty 
to go and bear testimony in Maine. 

We soon returned to Portland, and found 
the brethren in great confusion. A meeting 
was appointed at the house of Sr. H. that I 
might have an opportunity to relate what had 
been shown me. While praying for strength 
to discharge that painful duty, I was taken 
off in vision, and in the presence of J. T., 
was again shown his ungodly course. Those 

Present said I talked it out before him. After 
came out of vision he said I was under a 
wrong influence. He acknowledged that a part 
of it was right, but the other part was wrong. 
Said it would take a critical spiritual observer to 
detect the difference ; that this was the same 
spirit that had always followed him to crush 
him, &c. With anguish of spirit I left the 
meeting, for I had a message for his wife, a 
message of comfort to her sorrowing heart. I 
went to bear my testimony, and found her 
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weeping and grieving, as though her heart 
would break. I related the vision, which she 
confirmed. We learned from united testimo- 
ny, that honest, precious souls had been reject- 
ed by these fanatics, and by them told that 
they were rejected of God. We also learned 
that these officious ones had been flocking to 
my father's house, making that their stopping 
place. J. T. and J. H. who were leaders in 
this rank fanaticism, followed impressions and 
burdens, which led to corruption, instead of 
purity and holiness. 

Our parents were disgusted as they saw rea- 
son and judgment laid aside by them, and pro- 
tested against their hypocritical course. But 
finding that they could not be freed from this 
company, they closed their house, and left the 
city for Poland, where my twoj- married sisters 
were living. This did not suit J. T., and when 
we arrived at Portland he told me my father 
was a doomed man. My mother and sisters 
might be saved, but my father would be lost. 
The reason offered was because my father would 
not give him possession of his house when he 
left it. We then went to Poland, where my 
parents rehearsed their trials, and mentioned 
incidents which occurred at Portland, all of 
which confirmed the vision given in N. H. 

As I returned to Portland evidences in- 
creased of the desolating effects of fanaticism in 
Maine. These fanatical ones seemed to think 
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that religion consisted in making a noise- They 
would talk in such a manner as to irritate unbe- 
lievers, and cause them to hate them, and then 
they would rejoice that they suffered persecu- 
tion. Unbelievers could see no consistency in 
their course. The brethren in some places 
were prevented from assembling for meetings. 
The innocent suffered with the guilty. Much 
of the time I carried a sad and heavy heart. 
It seemed so cruel that the cause of Christ 
should be injured by injudicious men. They 
were not only ruining their own souls, but 
placing a stigma upon the cause not easily re- 
moved. And Satan loved to have it so. It 
suited him well to see the truth handled by un- 
skillful workmen ; to have it mixed with er- 
ror, and then altogether trampled in the dust. 
He looked with triumph upon the confused, 
scattered state of God's children. 

J. T. labored with some success to turn my 
friends, and even my relatives, against me. 
Why did he do this ? Because I had faithful- 
ly related what was shown me respecting his 
unchristian course. He circulated falsehoods 
to destroy my influence and justify himself. 
My lot seemed hard. Discouragements pressed 
heavily ; and the condition of God's people 
so filled me with anguish that for two »weeks 
my mind wandered. My relatives thought I 
could not live ; but brethren and sisters who 
sympathized with me in this affliction, met to 
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pray for me. I soon realized that earnest, ef- 
fectual prayer was being offered in my behalf. 
Prayer prevailed. The power of the strong 
foe was broken, and I was released, and immedi- 
ately taken off in vision. In this view I 
saw that a human influence should never afflict 
me again in like manner. If I felt an influence 
affecting my testimony, no matter where I 
might be, I had only to cry to God, and anoth- 
er angel would be sent to my rescue. I already 
had one guardian angel attending me continual- 
ly, but when necessary, the Lord would send 
another to strengthen, and raise me above the 
power of every earthly influence. Then I saw 
for the first time the glory of the new earth as 
follows. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Vision of the New Earth. 

With Jesus at our head we all descended 
from the City down to this earth, on a great 
and mighty mountain, which could not bear 
Jesus up, and it parted asunder, and there was 
a mighty plain. Then we looked up and saw 
the great City, with twelve foundations, twelve 
gates, three on each side, and an angel at each 
gate. We all cried out, " The City, the great 
City, it's coming ! it's coming down from God 
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out of heaven !" And it came and settled on 
the place where we stood. Then we began to 
look at the glorious things outside of the City. 
There I saw most beautiful houses, that had 
the appearance of silver, supported by foui 
pillars set with pearls, most glorious to behold, 
which were to be inhabited by the saints, and 
in tli em was a golden shelf. I saw many of 
the saints go into the houses, take off their glit- 
tering crowns and lay them on the shelf, then 
go out into the field by the houses to do some- 
thing with the earth ; not as we have to do with 
the earth here. A glorious light shone all 
about their heads, and they were continual- 
ly offering praises to God. 

And I saw another field full of all kinds of 
flowers, and as I plucked them I cried out, 
They will never fade. Next I saw a field of 
tall grass most glorious to behold ; it was liv- 
ing green, and had a reflection of silver and 
gold, as it waved to the glory of King Jesus. 
Then we entered a field full of all kinds of 
beasts— the lion, the lamb, the leopard and the 
wolf, all together in perfect union. We passed 
through the midst of them, and they followed 
on peaceably after. Then we entered a wood, 
not like the dark woods we have here; but 
light and beautiful. The branches of the 
trees waved to and fro, and we all cried out, 
" We will dwell safely in the wilderness and 
sleep in the woods." We passed through the 



